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appointed chairmen of District Boards; and I sincerely hope
to see a beginning made by the Government in this direction.
Another question which is often discussed in connexion with
District Boards is the poverty of their income. This, gentle-
men, is a real and a grave evil; and it has become not only
desirable but necessary that for large provincial schemes of
irrigation and drainage, the resources of the District Boards
should be supplemented by provincial grants. You are
aware how much good is done in these provinces by a system
of irrigation-wells; and there is no reason why the work of
other works for the prevention of famine should not be
made over to the District Board on allotments made by the
Provincial Government. In Bengal the crying evil is bad
drainage, which causes that malaria which is the curse of one-
half of the province. There is no reason why a provincial
grant should not be made to every District Board for the
proper drainage of the District. Gentlemen, I have said
it elsewhere that the money spent on one needless trans-
frontier war, if spent in improving the drainage of Bengal,
would save millions of the people permanently from one of
the direst curses of the present age. My advice is, make
the District Boards real agents of beneficent administration
with the cooperation of the people; don't strangle them by
the shackles of officialism; don't starve them by want of
funds.
provincial legislative councils
And now, gentlemen, I come to the important subject
of Provincial Legislative Councils, and on this subject also
my suggestion will be to proceed on the lines already laid
down and not to take a new departure. The object of allow-
ing District and Municipal bodies to elect members of these
Councils was to allow the views of the people to be repre-

